Have you checked your
boat and trailer for

zebra mussels? it you have

used your fishing boat, sailboat, or personal
watercraft in infested waters (see map), you could
spread zebra mussels. However, always take action
to prevent spread whether you've boated on infested
waters or not.

Before launching ... Before leaving:
* Remove aquatic plants from boat, motor and trailer.
Check all underwater fittings and equipment (see
diagram below). Put plants in trash if possible.

e Drain lake or river water from your equipment
including the motor, bilges, live wells, bait buckets,
and coolers.

e Dispose of unwanted live bait on shore or in trash.

e Rinse boat and equipment with high pressure or hot
water, especially if moored for more than a day, or
Dry everything for at least 5 days.
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For personal watercraft:

Impeller areas can contain zebra mussels and aquatic
plants. Once upon the trailer, run the engine for 5-10
seconds to blow out excess water, zebra mussels, and
plants. Before leaving water access, inspect and remove
any zebra mussels or plants from intake, steering nozzle,
hull, and trailer.

Protect Your Property and
Our Water Resources

Zebra mussels are bad news for
boaters. They can:

* Ruin your,eﬁg?:;e by blocking the coolmg syste
causing overheating.

* Increase drag on the bottom of your boat, reduci
speed and wasting fuel.

o Jag{1 steering equipment on boats.

* Require scraping and repainting of boat bottoms.

e Overwhelm local waters and cover beaches
with thousands of broken shells with sharp edges —
making these areas unpleasant and smelly!
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INFORMATION
OP-ANS (1-877-786-7267)

TO STOPTHE SPREAD OF ZEBRA
please report any sightings by calling

1-800-437-2744
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The zebra mussel:
¢ Damages boat engines.

¢ Threatens native mussels, fish and wildlife by
consuming available food and smothering native
mussels.

¢ Costs taxpayers millions of dollars by clogging power
plant and public water intakes and pipes (see below).

Zebra mussels:

¢ Usually are the size of your fingernail, but can grow up
to 2" (5 cm) long. (See back panel.)

o Commonly have alternating dark and light stripes.

* Produce young that are too small to see with the
naked eye, but newly settled young feel like fine
sandpaper on smooth boat hulls.

o Attach to aquatic plants that can get tangled on
your boat, motor, and trailer.

¢ As they grow, can be seen on boat hulls, especially
around the trim tabs, transducers, along keels, and
on lower units and propellers.

¢ Can be found hiding in bilges, live wells and motors.
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To preveh't further spread of zebra mussels,
a comprehensive prevention partnership called the
“The 100th Mer/d/an In/t/at/ve” includlng State and

resdurce agency about the 100th Meridian Initiative
and local efforts to prevent the spread of zebra
mussels by boats.
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